236          ESSAYS ON IMMORTALITY

at all it was taken for granted they must rise in the
body. The shades in Sheol did not properly live;
theirs was but a shadow of life. Hence, too, the ills
of soul and body were but dimly distinguished. Both
alike were from evil spirits or from sin, in one way or
another. " Either this man has sinned or his parents,"
or his forefathers, or Adam. To cure man was to
" destroy the work of the Devil/' to deliver body and
soul from his dominion. Hence "faith" was the
medicine of body and soul indiscriminately; it is by
faith that the paralytic's sins are forgiven him, it is by
faith that he takes up his bed and walks. A sediment
of truth lies at the bottom of " Christian Science."
The harmony of soul and body, in respect to health
and disease, is like that between spiritual and temporal
prosperity, between virtue and happiness ; it is what
we feel ought to be, but is not; it is what belongs to
the ideal state of things, which is the good of all
creation.

Under pain of pessimism we must even allow that
the adjustment is already in process of becoming ; that
there is enough in the actual conditions and tenden-
cies of life to build up our hopes on, to warrant our
belief in the future. That, in the gross, vice makes for
temporal misery is undeniable ; even though it is not
so clear that honesty is the best policy. So, too, there
are views and moral dispositions that ruin the body,
that write their name upon the features, that utter
themselves in gesture and intonation and bearing and
gait; and there are feeble frames invigorated by noble
passion, and rude faces lit up and transfigured by the
light of love, and ignoble exteriors dignified by the
majesty of wisdom and inward experience. "Alto-